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Civics & Historical Perspectives at the John Brown House Museum: RIHS
	Museum Topic
	Location
	Suggested GSE
	Lessons & Themes

	John Brown and the burning of the Gaspee/American Revolution
	JBH, first floor hallway
	C&G 1(5-6)-1, 2
C&G 2(7-8)-2b

C&G 4(5-6)-1c

HP 1(9-12)-1c

HP 1(3-4)-2a and b

HP 2(5-6)-2a

HP 3(7-8)-1a
	Taxes & Representation

Rebellion or Patriotism
Colonial economic independence



	Rhode Island and the Ratification of the Constitution
	JBH, first floor hallway
	C&G 1(9-12)-1
C&G 4(5-6)-1c

HP 1(9-12)-2b
	RI the last to ratify 

	Rhode Island and the Bill of Rights
	JBH, first floor hallway
	C&G 1(7-8)-2
C&G 2(5-6)-1

HP 1(7-8)-1b

HP 2(7-8)-2b
	Rights granted 

	John Brown and slavery/the slave trade
	JBH, gallery, first and second floors
	C&G 2(9-12)-1 and 2c

C&G 5(3-4)-3a
HP 2(5-6)-1a-c

HP 2(7-8)-1a and b

HP 2(9-12)-1a-c

HP 3(5-6)-1b
	Rhode Island’s role in the slave trade
The brutality of the slave trade

Economic growth & the slave trade
Tools of the slave trade

	John Brown and civic life
	Letter from John to son James
	C&G 2(5-6)-2a and b
HP 2(9-12)-2a and b

HP 3(5-6)-2a
	Role of a “gentleman” in governing

	John Brown and personal rights vs. public liberties
	Letters from John Brown
	C&G 3(9-12)-1d
	Rights and responsibilities of  a “citizen”

	Abolition of the slave trade--debate
	Letters between John and Moses Brown
	C&G 3(7-8)-2b
C&G 4(7-8)-1e

C&G 4(9-12)-1c
HP 1(9-12)-1b and c
HP 2(7-8)-2b

HP 3(7-8)-1a

HP 3(9-12)-1b

HP 3(7-8)-2c
	Moral & religious objections to the slave trade
Justifications for the slave trade

Economic growth based on slavery in RI

Slavery and its role in the textile industry  

	Case against John Brown for illegal slave trading
	Letters and legal documents
	C&G 3(7-8)-2c
	Prosecution of John Brown for violation of the U.S. Slave Trade Act of 1794

	Comparison: abolition in the New Republic and fight against slavery today
	First floor gallery, newspapers
	C&G 2(9-12)-2
HP 1(9-12)-1c


	Organizations fighting to end slavery in the past and today

	Global Economy and human trafficking
	Gallery
	C&G 4(9-12)-2a
C&G 5(5-6)-1a and b

C&G 5(7-8)-1a and b

C&G 5(7-8)-1a and b

HP 3(5-6)-2a and b

HP 3(7-8)-2a and b

HP 3(9-12)-2a and b
	Victims & perpetrators
Economic market share
Human rights

Law regulating trade in human

trafficking



	Moses Brown and the unintended consequences of industrialization
	Gallery, first floor hallway
	C&G 5(9-12)-3b
	Complicity in slavery

	Primary vs. Secondary sources
	Brown family letters
	HP 1(3-4)-1a

HP 1(5-6)-1b and d
	Historical research & interpretation

	Classifying objects
	Entire museum
	HP 1(3-4)-1b
HP 2(3-4)-3a
	Material Culture
Architecture

Fine arts

Decorative arts 

Textiles

Domestic arts

Transportation

Amusements

Tools of the trade

Tracing the families who occupied the house through their possessions



	Using technology to understand the Brown’s role in the slave trade
	Brown University Slavery & Justice website and International Slave Trade database
	HP 1(Ext)-1
	Timeline of  slavery 


	John Brown House as architecture
	The edifice and model in Washington Wallpaper room; landscape
	HP 1(Ext)-2
HP 2(3-4)-1a
	Architecture & decorative arts
Styles of architecture

Tracing the changes over time through architectural and decorative styles

	Rhode Island and the China Trade
	China Trade gallery, throughout museum
	HP 2(5-6)-1c
HP 2(7-8)-1a and c
	Economic growth through trade
Cultural impact of trade



