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Everything Old is New Again

People from diverse ethnic 
groups came to 

the U.S. in the 20th century, and more 
continue to come in the 21st century.  
Pushed towards America by conditions 
abroad, pulled by the call of opportunity, 
and sometimes helped, sometimes 
hindered, by federal legislation, 
immigration has flowed and ebbed and flowed again.  

Along with the English, 
Africans were some of the 

first immigrants, though forced, 
to come to New England.  Today 
individuals from many African 
countries, such as Senegal and 
Liberia, come to the Valley to 
escape violence, oppression, or 
lack of economic opportunity.  
There are a growing number of 
African restaurants and shops in 
the Valley, such as the Village Restaurant, and new 
arrivals are helped by the African Alliance of Rhode 
Island, an advocacy and cultural organization like 
Progreso Latino.  

The English, one of the first 
immigrant groups to reach these 

shores, also came to the Valley in the 
1960s to work for the famous precision 
manufacturer, Taft-Peirce.  In a tough 
time, Steele Blackall, then the President 
of Taft-Peirce, knew 
that he could get 
highly trained, skilled 
workers from England, 
where they had gotten 
employees half a century 

before.  Though it was 
only fifteen men and 
their families, they 
were participating in 
a long tradition of 
seeking opportunity and advancement 
in the Blackstone Valley.

This exhibit does not commemorate the 
end of immigration to the Blackstone 

Valley, nor does it represent the experience of all of 
the groups and individual people who came here. It 
provides a glimpse at the pageant of humanity that 
comes together every day in the cities and towns 
of the Blackstone Valley, to work and to make this 
region work.  

“There once was a fellow named Peirce
Whose temper could not have been worse.
When referred to as ‘Pierce,’
He’d grow foul and fierce,
And growl an appropriate curse.”
   F. Steele Blackall, III

Going to Work:          
Just the Beginning!

Take this opportunity to learn more about your 
neighbors—the food 

they eat, the music they listen 
to, how they worship—and 
share your family’s culture and 
history with those around you.  
By understanding other people 
and cultures we can truly 
begin to appreciate this region 
and this country.  E pluribus unum: out of many, one. 
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